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LAB 2 for GIS for public safety: Model syllabus by Joel M. Caplan. Available for free PDF download at www.rutgerscps.org/gisbook. You may adapt this material for your course, but please cite this original document as appropriate. Suggested reference format: Caplan, J. M. (2010). GIS for public safety: Model syllabus. Newark, NJ: Rutgers Center on Public Security.
Lab 2 Assignment – Communicating with Maps
[Instructor: you will have to prepare data for students to use with this assignment]
Find a map from the internet or another source that displays public safety-related information. Read the map to understand its intended purpose; how well does it serve its purpose? What are the map’s strengths and weaknesses? When you have to read and explain someone else’s map, you begin to realize the inherent skill of analysts to clearly communicate information on a map. It can be difficult to do. With this in mind, formulate a spatial question of your own. Answer the questions using data from [Instructor: insert your own dataset/folder/filename]. Your question can be descriptive, exploratory or explanatory in nature; but, it must be spatial. That is, one of the variables in your question must be geographic.
Create one color map that supports and communicates an answer to your question. Design your map with a title, scale bar, north arrow and other necessary cartographic elements. In toto, the map image and design elements should clearly communicate to the reader an answer to your question. Export your finished map as a JPG and insert it into a Microsoft Word document.

In the Word document, also include:

· The question that you sought to answer.

· The information that you intend the map to communicate. (i.e. What purpose does the map serve? What should the information on the map communicate to the reader?)

· The answer to your question in your own words.

You will be graded, in part, on your ability to devise a spatial question and how clearly and effectively the map communicates the answer to it.

Submit completed assignment to the instructor.










Adapted from: Caplan, J. M. (2010). GIS for public safety: Model syllabus. Newark, NJ: Rutgers Center on Public Security
PAGE  
2
Adapted from: Caplan, J. M. (2010). GIS for public safety: Model syllabus. Newark, NJ: Rutgers Center on Public Security

